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> SOL, Hen we ſe one 00 07 do 

| || amifſe, thouzh his fer” 
or hands bee the next | 
attors & inſlruments 
of his error : yet we ſay 
= 20:, Are you lame? but, 
Hanue you no eyes ? or, Can you not ſet? 
| What exer ſwernines or fumblings any 
| part of thebody poiitike makes, the blame 
| tights no; Upon the G entry or Comm, nal- 
- {1y,the rmmediare delinquents, but on 162 
| _—_ lights in Magiſtracy or Mant- | | 
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THE EPISTLE 


ſtery, which being 4s Guardians and tu- 
tors of thereft , ſhould either prevent or 
reform their aberrations. And bereim mi- 
{cr able is the condition of theſe two obtick 
pieces,that they are more ſubiett,o that 
to more diftempers then other inſeriour 
parts: yes heren more,that being hurt, 
they are more impatient of cnre;giot only 
of ſearching accrimonioas waters (which 
yet oft areneedfull ) but ſhic of the moſt 
ſoft and lawnytouches : but meſt of allm 
this, that being aact extint?,th ey leaues 
voyd darkne(ſ, c to the whole body , expo- 
ſing 143 38 the pits of acſiruttion, As excee- 
ding great onthe other haxd, is the ha 

pineſſe, honour and vc of them,if cleere 
«nd ſingle. For this our Nationall Body, 
it will little beote eyther to appland the 
one;or to bewayle the other: 1 rather wiſh 
and lypke about mee for ſome ee-falue, 
which n:ay help to deſcry and redreſſe, if 
any thing bee amiſſe. And behold heere 
(rizht Honourable) 4 confettion promt- 
ſing ſomething thereto: 11 was preſcribed 
firft by Iethro, whom Moſes calls the 
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eyes of I{rat}, Num.1o.3c. And newly | 
compounded by an Ocn'i/?, of mhennes 1 ' 
may n0t,ſo 1 need not ſay any thing 4 all. | 
Next wnder the ſacred Fountaine of | 
light (the light of our 1ſ7 act) 1 worthity | 
accompt your Lordſhip moſt ſufficient in 
law to accept,t0 make wſe,toindge,to pa- 
t3 628 it. T he ſubicit if the Books is the 
principal obiett of your 0ffice, tdelcet, 

direct and corrett inferiour Xagiftracy. 

Towhich purpoſes, Nature, Literature, 

and Grace haute inab!ed you, that if you 

ſhould fatle the worlds expeftation, they 

will hardly truſt any other in haſte. Many 

in riſing haze follow: d the ſlirrop, pams- | 
pered and ie:ting honer not landing the | 
ground, but once ſcated haue done re-| 
nownedly. But your Lordſhip had neuer 
ny other grecces then your birth and de- 
ſert, te which, hereditary diznity hath ſo 
gently tendred 3: ſelfe, tha! you hawe not 
let fall your name of Religion in getting 
up. Therefore now you are in the iop of 
Honour, all that know you, logke you 4 
bee exattly  omourable. For my part; 
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THE EPISTLE, &c, 


bounden is your Lordſhip for a fauour 
formerly receined, greater then your Ho- 
nour knowts of, or 1 canexpreſſe : 1 ſhall 
leaxe Iethro io be your Monitor and 
ſelfe remain ener an humble ſuitor to God 
who hath made you a Indge of conſcience, 
\ that hee would make you continue 4 con- 
| ſcrionable Indge , improouing your place 
| and abilities to the beſt adnant age belon- 
| ging toit, the furtherance of your recks- 
ning at the laſt day. 
| 


Your Honours daily 
Beadiman, 


NATH, WARD, 


EXOD.18, 21.2223. 


Moreoner, thew ſhalt pronide ont of al{the peo- 
ple able men, ſuch as ftare God rwen of truth, 


hating conetouſner, & place ſuch oner thers, 
to bre rulers of thouſands, and rulers of hun- 
dreds yulcrs of fifties , and rulers of tens. 

eAnd let them inage the people at all ſeaſon; : 
and it ſhall bee that every great matey they 
ſhall bring vnto thee, but enery [mail matter 
they ſpall wage : ſo ſpall it bee eaſier for thy 
| ſelf, and they ſoall beare the burden with 

thee 


If thou dee this thing end God commannd thee 
ſe, then thou ſhal: bee able to endwre and all | 
this people ſhall aljo ge to therr place mn peace. 


F Tethro were, as the 
faſhion of thoſe times, 
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both Prixce and Prieft, then was hee 


7 {8} and the nature of his! 
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'beyond all cxception,cucry way qua- 
x lified ; for skill,as a iudicious Diune, 
and for experience as an aged Gouer- 
nour , to giue direftion in matters of 
Magiſtr acy,and to caſt Moſes a molde 
for a Politic in Iſrael. Sure 1 am, 2 
pod'y and religious man hee was,fot 

ce begins with Praicr,and ends with 
Sacrifice. And ſuch as himſelfe, was 
| his aduiſe lage and holy. And howſo- 
cuer it paſſed from him art the firſt vn- 
'der Gods correRion,, yet afterward 
allowed by God, & praiiſcd by Mo- 
fs, becomes of good policte, ſound 
divinity;of private counſell,a general 
oracle : ruling for the ſubſtance of i it, 
all ages arid perfons, 

Venerablcit is for the very avtiqui. 
ty of it, What price doe men ſer ypon 
' old Copics, Coynes & Statues 2 who 


Jo IE paſſerh by a Chriftall fountaine bea- 


"ring ſoc ancicnt name or date, and 
raltes nor of it, though no chirſt pro» 
!uokes him? . Such is this , thecleare 
[heads ſpring of allenſuing Brookes in 
- Scrip- 
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Scripture, & other writers c6cerni 
Magiſtracy, All thoſe texts (which I 
wiſh were ſetas a frontlet berweene 
the cics, and as a ſeale vpon the hearts 
of all in authority) 1ehoſaphars charge 
» Chron.19.5, lob his charaer,chap os. 
Davids vow, Pſal. 101. The ſcattered 
Parables of Solomon, and paſſages of 
the Prophets, chicfly that round and 
{marr one, 1ſai.3;.14. are they not all 
branches of this root © In which re- 
ſpeR it muſt needes be of ſoucraigne 
vic for the diſcouering & reforming 
of whatſocuer error time hath ſoylcd 
gouernment withall, How are defa- 
ced Copies, and disfigured Pictures 
better amended, then. by reducing 
them to their originall ? if the Pipe 
faile,goe we notto the head ? 

Heere is the Archerype or firſt 
draughrdf Magiſtracie , worthily in 
this regard choſen by iudicious Bucer 


rgation of his Offices and Lawes, 
om the droſſe and filth contracted 
| vnder 


lethrs's Iuftice of P eace. | 


topreſſe vpon Edward the ſixt,forthe | 
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| lethro's Inſtice of Peace, 


— Yader the Romiſh confuſion : which 


conſidering, that worthy Jofiab of 


| ours rooke in ſuch good pat and 
'praQtiſed with ſuch good ſucceſfle. 
| Yea, Moſes him(clte learned in all 
200d literature, trained vp in Court, 
the greateſt Law-giuer that cuer vas, 
| and farher of all Law- givers, of the 
thrice great Hermes, Lycurgus, Solon, 
Plato, inſtinian,8 the relt. Yea,Gods 
familiar fauorire,fairhful in his houle, 
;knowen by name 2nd face, honoured 
with miraculous power , &c. And 
that at the hands of one (age and fa- 
thcerhood ex :epred ) his infertour. I 
truſt that none will dare to reic or 
ſtrightir of, cemembring that Diuini- 
ty, 1s the milſtceſſe rakerh vpon her to 
dire her hand-mayd, and that the 
Scripture i is the beſt man of counſ-1] 
for rhe grearcſt Starcſman in the 
world: This little portion therof con- 
,taiting.in it moce then all Zzpſtus his 
| Bee-bine, or Aachiazels Spider-web, All 


\which will beſt appcare by the ope-| 


ning [ 


w Þ 
Rn 


| 


0 
: 


| 


lethro's Tuſtice of Peace, 


ning of this rich cabinet, and viewing 
the ſcucrall Iewels init , which'are 
theſc. 


Theparts of the Text. 
Ir firſt gives order for the careand ; 
circum{p:Rion in the chayce, 
Pronide. 
Secondly, it direQt this choice by 
foure efſentiall CharaRters of Ma- 
oiſtrates. 
r. Mex of Abilitie, 
2. Fearing God. 
3. Men of Truth, 

4. Hating Conetouſneſſe. 
Thirdly. it >" a theſe foure to 
Magiſtratcs of all degrees, inan exadt | 
diſtriburion of them, by way of gra» 
dation deſcrnding ftep by ſtep, from 
the higheſt ro the loweſt, AHnd place 
ſuch outs them tobe rulers, 1, of thou> 


ſands. 2, of bundreds, ;. of fifiies. 
4+ Of: Fennes, 

Fourthly, it preſcribes to the Ma- 
piftratcs , thus qualified and choſen, 


ee 


3+ 


their offices ; viz. to iudgethe people 
in 
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lethro's Inftice of Peace, 


inthe ſwaller cauſes, F-. and their 
afſiduity and induſtry therein, TAHnd 
(et them iudee the people at all ſeaſons, 
oc. And it Pall be that they fhall bring 
exery great matter tothee, but exery ſmal 
matter they ſhall indge. 

Laſtly,it propounds the bleſſed fruit 
and emolument that will nccefſarily 
enſuethereupon. Firſt, ro Moſes him- 
ſclfe,So ſhal it b eeafrer for w/o bs and 
they ſhall beare the burdenwith thee, and 
than ſhalt be able to endure, Secondly, 
to the people, And all this people ſhall 
goe 10 their place in peace, 

The firſt poynt, Techezeh, Pronide, 
or looke our. A word implying all 
exaQneſle and curiolitic incident to 
eleions, as Inſþettion, Circumſpetion, 
Inquiſition, Suſpition, Information, De. 
liberation, comming of Cho7ah, to (ce 
or cantemplate, whence theProphets 
were called Cboſs,Scers.It is in a man- 
ner tranſlated by a word of the like 
force in a buſi 


e of thelike nature. | 


| 425 6. 5. imnileav, ſurzcy the whole | 
nb{av, ſ#rucy bode. 


Ls et —_ — 


[body'of the prople,and chuſe the beſt 


|GnRificed rhis his aduice with a pray- 


whoſe prouidence is alwayes very | 


———— —_ 


tethyo's Tuftice of Peace. | 


you car-cull our. It were ſomewhat 
ſti and ſtrange to ſay, that prayer 
and faſting muſt be vſed: And yer this 
[ fade practiſed inſuch caſes, As 1. 


Jand Num. 27.16, Let the Lord God of | 


the ſpirits of all fleſh ſet 4 map oner this | 
Conzregation. Yea, I:thro himfelfe 


er, Ferſe 19, God bee with thee, And 
pood reaſon hee ſhould bee called to 
counſell whoſe the iudgement is,and | 


_—_ im thoſe eleions , wherher 
ught ar! no. If God ſupraviſenot, 
Samael ' the Seer ſhall take feucn 
wrong,before.one right, Somemens 
faulrs are palpable,andgo before cle- 
@ion, foe arc cunningly concealed, 
and breake nor out till after, Firſt, 
therefore looke vpto God, and then 


amongſt the peoger , haue thine 
mthy head, all the cate that may bee 
wil be little enough. Say not there are 


ja lufhcicnr perſons , nor yet thinke | 


cucry 
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euery one that thinkes himſelfe ſo, or 
commonly goes for ſuch, is ſuffi. 
ent : ſceke out ſuch, and ſuch may be 
found. Looke among the Oliues, 
Vines,and Figetrees : ſach trees muſt 
be climbed. Brambles will lay hold 
on the fleeue for preferment. Ne fit 
wi ambit. Let him neuer ſpecde that 
ues. Lay hands on none raſhly. They 
that are fit and able,muſt and will bee 
ſought to, yca,haled out of their caſe 
and priuacy into the light of employ- 
ment : the charge and danger whe 
they weighing as wel as the credit, of 
gaine, and kriowing them to bee cal 
ings, will not meddle with them, ill 
they beecalled rothem. Which am 
| bitious Inconliderates not being able 
[ro ponder, much lefſe to ſaſtaine, 
| thruſt their ſhoulders vnder, and &i- 
| ther by hooke or crooke come in, or 
| climbe into the chaire of honor,more 
tickle then the ſtoole Ely brake his 
necke off : whither when 'they haue 
aſpired with much —— di 
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they fitas in the top of a malt in feare 
=o f hazard,and ofren fall with ſhame” 
& confufion. Notvnlike to ſome raſh 
youth, that hauing gotten an horſe as 
wilde as himſelfe , with much adoe 
backes him, fits him in a ſweat, and | 
comes downe with a miſchicte. 

For the preuention of all which e- 


| uils vnauoidably atrending ambition, 


lighting partly vpon the intruders | 
" Jnr a , partly vpon the admit- 

ters, but moſt keauily vpon the com- 
mon weale, ſee how needfull lerbro's | 
counſell was and euer will be ; That 
ſuch bee prouided,not as would haue 
places, but as places ſhould haue. 
Which care, as Jethro commits to 
Moſes,lobothrhe Seripture and rea- 
ſon impoſerh vpon the ſuperiour Mas 
piltrarc, in whoſe power and place,ir 
either ronominate or conſtitute in- 
feriour Authoritics : and-whoſe fauk 
chiefly it is, if they be otherwiſe then 
they ought, or rhe people iniured mm 


| wehis kinde.: How circumipeR and 
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ITethro's Inftice of Peace. 


religious ought ſuch to be, in the pers 
formance of this grearcſt and waigh» 
ticſt dure, | 

Valefle you will reply , asI feare 
many a Foxe doth in bis boſome; 
Thus mdced you haue: heard it ſayd 
of olde, but thoſe times were plaine, 
and Jethro a {imple meaning olde 
man, A beaten Palnician of our 
timcs, learned in the wiſdom of news» 
er ſtare, and acquainted with the my- 
ſteries of the-marker,thart knows how 
foimproue things to the beſt;for his 
owne time and turne;, endo let the 
commonbody ſhift for it ſelfr, would 
have proicted <AMoſes a farre more 
commodious plot, aftcr this or rhe 
like manner Mor you hauc Offices 
to beſtow,a faire opportumity in your 
hand, to make your feclte for cucr, to 
raiſe y=_ houſe, to-pleaſure your 
friends , either proclaime ir openly 
or fecretly ; {ct it abroach by fome 
meanes ar other,ſee who bids faireſt, 
weigh thefacritices, chuſe the men = 
rac 
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lethro's Tnftice of Pexte. | 


the beſt and greateſt gitrs.! I 
Ohgall ofpetcracti:;otirove ofall 
evill ro Church & Commamwealrh, 
when Authorities and Offices. of Iu- 
ſtice ſhall be bought'and (61d, as with 
atiumpet os drum ro rhecandle; or 
outrope. The ' particular branches. 


whcreof,wkenT fterioufly contider, I. 
wonder notthar Chr:i/t with ſuch zeas |' 


lous ſeucriry brake downeehe banks,/ 


and whipt our the Chapmen our of:|1 


the Temple:-nor that Fecer wittrſuch 
hery indignation banned \$;#rop and 
his money/'For it ſuch metzand me»; 


ney periſh notykingdoms &churches:| 
maſt periſh; and both Ciuill and Ec- 
| cleſiaſticall Courts ws ſoone prooue 


dens of theeges. | 

"Whoſe -{oulc bleedes not to fee 
mens ſoules bouchr and folde, like; 
ſheepar rhe miarket to eueryButcher?: 
oF this you Lawyers much complain 
apainſtthe Clergy men,far buying of 
Kenetices ; which-yog nnght doethe 
mote tuſtly, if your ſthaes were nor | 
2 oftcn 


Ta quam 


if # baſis. 
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often the ſellers of them. I would the 


reached not.into Offices, and ciuill 
Digrutics. Indeed thar kinde of pur- 
chaſe we call not ſimony,it may from 
his othername bee fither ſtiled Ma- 
gick: for by I know not what kind of 
witch.craft , men finne by leauc and 
Law in theſe ciuill purchaſes. The 
Lawes and ſtatutes provided for the 
remedy of the cuil in ſome caſes,tok- 
rating it in other, and the praQtife by 
means of this allowance growing in- 
tolerable.Some of thema(as the world 
reports)offices for life andat pleaſure 
| b - 
| amounting to the rate of lands and in- 
heritances. 
| Tamnot ignifiſht of the diftintion 
-of Tudicature, truſt and paines , but | 
are they not all offices of Juſtice: doe 
they not prepare to Iudicature, and 
lyes it not in them to guide or miſ- 
guide , to haſten or delay Iuſtice,&c. 
which how-:can they frecly giue, 


fault reſted-onely in Benefices , and | 
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which buy dearely, 
Doth 
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Doth not Bucey deale faithfully | 
with his Soueraigne * Offices are not | 
livings and ſalaries; but charges and 
duties : not preferments for fauou- 
rites; but rewards of deſerts, &c. 
Doth 1=laxs, Iuſtinianus,or T heodoſins 
their Lawes giue allowance to any? 
See then how prouidently 1ethropro- 
uides againſt this Hemlocke-root of 
| Iuſtice * our of whoſe proniſo I con- 
clude that which A«gaſtine ſaw in his| ug 10. | 
time,and deere experience confirmes | de Cu Dei 
in others: That ſuch as prouide them- | #74: 
ſelues places, and are not prouided 
for thew ; comeintorthem, and &xe- 
cute then,not with aminde of doing 
good, but domin + notof prout- 
ding for others well, bur for their 
owneturnes. Let vs ptt If 1 
poſſible this fault may 
and amended, 

And not this onely , but anothet I. 
neere of kinde to this .. mer withall | Generality 
| in the very next clauſc of-my Text, 


Among all the people (Micol Hagnam.) 
| i 6 3 Where 
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Where: 1cthro reſtraincs,not Moſes to 
bis. owne Family , to any particular 
Tribe, or 0 the richer fort : but re- 
quires this freedome , .as well as the 
_ ciccumſpedttion.. Generalitic 
and mpwrialitic being requiſite to 
the good being of achoyce:and limi- 
ration and reſtraint the yery bancs of 
;: yea, contradictions to it, 
As if one ſhould ſay , you ſhall chuſe 
amongſt twenty , but you ſhall chuſe 
tis or that ofie: Doth he not in cftect | 
ſay you ſhall not haue yourchoyce 2 | 
will a.man when hce gocs to Market 
be confined to any ſhop or (tall, if ke} 
meane to -prouide the beſt : How 
prof cly.is the countrey wronged and 
efooled, c ly in the choyce of 
ſuch, as into whoſe handes they put 
their liuesand lands at Parliaments, 
by a kinde of Conge defliers, viually 
ſent them. by ſome of the Gentry of 


bing)the verycouplethey muſt chuſle, 
Thus haue weſeca Natuzals ticdto4 


a * 


polte 
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poſte with a ſtraw , which'they durſt 
nor breake. " 

This tex: bids you know and ſtand 
faſt in your lawfull liberties of eleRi- 
on, which that you may not abuſe, I 
cometo the ſecond pgrrof the Text. 

T he ſecond part, 

Te teacheth you how'to order and 
dire it by theſe foure markes fol- 
lowing: which I reckon as foure ſup- 
porters of the throne of Tuſtice , nut 
alrogether vnlike ro thole foure in 
Chriſt; throns,ſo often mentionedin 
the olde and new Teſtament, which 
| bcing properties of Angels,are Sym- 

bols both of Magiſtrates and Mini- 
ſters. 

Theſe foure whafocuer is com- 
rated of. is 4 man afrer'Gods own 

eart, and a ſtarre in his right hand, 
Hee that wants any of rhem is bur a 
blazing comet, how high ſ6eucr hee 


ſeemes to ſoare. Theſe will not onely | 


ſerue for the triall of fachasare Cax- 
didati,and to bee choſen : but alſo of 


lethro's Juſtice of Peace. | 


B 4 S. ſuch 
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| ſich as axe inueſted and already in 
place to approoue or reprooue their 
condition. And for this end and pur- 
pole,let vs vſc them this day,as foure 
weights of the Sanctuary, whereunto 
wharſocuer officer here preſcnt,from 
the Tudges tothe Bayliffes , ſhall not 
anſwer : This Text(as the hand-wri- 
ting on the wall ) ſhall ſaywnto him 
from God ; Thou art weighed in the 
ballance, and found roo Tight , and 
thine office (at leaſt ought to be)raken 
from thee. 
T he firſÞCharadter or weight, 
Abilitie, 

The firſt and prime marke is 46+ 
lity( Anifbi Chayl). So our new tranf- 
lation expreſleth it well in a compre- 
henltue word, and ſo I finde it in 
Scripture ſignifying and compriſing 
all the ſeuerals that belong to faculty 
or abilitie : whereof I number firſt 
three complementall for conuenien- 
cy; ſecondly,three ſubſtantiall and of 
neccſlitie, | 

Firſt 


| excluded : That Diana of the world, 


| 


\ 
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Firſt Chajljincludes ſtrength of bo- 1 
dy and manhood, ſuch as inableth Strengeh, 
them for riding,going, firting,watch- | 
ing, & induſtriqus exgcution of their | 
place: Such as-the Scripture com- | 
mends in Clcb at fourſcoreand fiue, | 
andſtories in Yeſpafiaw, our Alfred, | 
Hardicawutss,lronfides,%c. 

Which our ſtraight buttoned, car- | 
pet and effeminate Gentry, wanting, 
cannatendureto hold out a forenoon 
or afternoone fitting without a To- 
bacco bayte, or a game at Bowles,or 
ſome ſuch breathing to refreſh their 
bodics and mindes, little acquainted 
with the tediquſnes of wiſc and ſeri- 
ous buſineſſe : Woe rggbe people (ſaith 
Salomon)whoſe Princes are children and 
eate in the morning ;, and bleſſad are the | 
people whoſe Gauerpors cate in time and 
for firength. Eccleſ.10. 

Secondly, neither is wealth to bee 


2. 
Wealth, 


which it onely accounts Abiftie, and 
calles it opes & poremtia, which yetis 


better | 


A 


| 


| 
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berrer called valne then vatour, yer 

may 1t concurre- to make vp that 
which our Lawe termecalles miculx 
valiant; and thotgh at thebeame of 
|the Sanftuary money makes nor the 
[man , yet it adds ſome metrall to the 
| man, 
| And beſides there is ſome-vſe of 
theſe trappings to the common ſort, 
|Ad pogulums phaleras, which taught 
CAgrippa to come to the Iudgement 
[Scate with pompe, ſtate, and atren- 
;dance, like that of our Sheriffs nor to 
| benegleRed, as that which procures 
ſome terrour and awcin the people : 
| which Alexander well aduiſedof,left} 
his Gygantique armour behinde him 
among the Indiens , and vſed more 
ſtare rhen at Greece. 

Yet remembring that theſe com- 
plements without rhe ſubſtance, are 
but empry guls and ſcarbuggs of Ma-| 
teſtie; the Sophiſtry of goucrament, as 
one calles them. And 2s Zachary the 
Prophetfanh , The inſtruments of a 

= fooliſh 
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fooliſh Gouernor. And ſuch as leve- 
j' derides in Shallum the ſon of 1efi- 
ab, T hinkeſt thou to rule becauſe of thy 
large building, Cedar ſeeling, painted 
with vermilian, did not thy Father pro- 
ſer when he did execute indgement and 
wſtice ? which is indeed the truth and 
ubltance,th'other but the flouriſh. 
Thirdly , I exclude'nat Birth and 
ZJlood, which many times conueyes 
ſpiritand courage with it, B/eſſed 751he 
land, whoſe Princes are the ſonnes of 


Crowes Cravens , yet Regeneration 
& education often corrects this rule : 
and experience tells vs, That cotragrs 
and ploughes haue brought foorth as 
able men for the Gawne and Sword, 
as Palaces and Scepters. Gideon came 
out of the. pooreſt. of the Family of 
Manaſſe,and he the leaſt in his farhers 
houſe , a poore threſher. Dawrd was 
taken from the Sheepefold,&c. yet 
both:mightic men of valour, 


Nobles. 'zagles produce Eagles, and | 


the 
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the wiſedome of ſome of our neigh- 
bor Nations is much to be commen- 
ded in this,thar if they diſcernean ox, 
celleng ſpirit and faculty in any man, 
they reſpeR not his wealth, or birth, 
or profcſſign,but chuſe him into their 
Magiſtracie and weightic cmploy- 
mcAts. 

But theſe three are but of the by 
and well being,the three following of 
the maine 8& efſentiall ro Magiſtracy, 
all compriſed vnder the word Chayl, 
as firſt wiſdome and experience, which 
the Preacher relles vs is better then 
ftrength,cither of body or eſtate. And 
of rhis abiliry <Aoſes expounds this 
word in his practiſe, Dest.:, 5, which 
is a good Commentary vpon his fa- 
thers aduice. 

And indeed without this what is a 
Magiſtrate, but a blinde Polyphemss, 
or a monſter withour an cyc. If hee 
want cither skilt inthe Lawes, or ob- 
ſeruation of his owne, muſt he not be 


| rutored by his Clerke,as it often falls 


out? 
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out? or ſhal he nor be miſled by ſame 
Counſcllor,crofled and contradited 
by cuery ftander by,thart ſhal tell him 
this you cannot doe by Law,or I rake 
it,you are beſides your booke. 
Theſecond is ſtrength of minde,to 
gouerne and manage. paſſion and vn- 
ruly affections, which hee that weilds 
at will, is ſtronger then hee that ſub- 
dues a city, and conqucrsa kingdom, 
to beare and forbeare , and ro order 


mind,js that abtlity which the Greci- 
ans call z« 755 and iyzgdruc, 

Very requiſite in a Judge, who muſt 
not ſuffer his affeftion to diſquiet his 
wdgement and vnderſtanding , in ri- 
ling at the firſt complaint; norat any 
accident or preſent mifcarriage of 
eyther party , ſuddenly occ:fioned, 
which 1s collatcrall ro the cauſe, and 
impertinent to the queſtion , bur hee 
muſt bee patient and meeke towards 
their perſonall weakeneſſe, Likewiſe 
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and homelinefle of common people 
in giving cuidence afterrheir plaine 
taſhion and faculty, in rime, and nuul- 
titude of wonds , happily with ſome 
abſ{urdities of phraſe or geſture, nor 
impatient towards their tooliſh afte- 
ctedicloquenrtrermes , nor any thing 


may be gheſlecar. 

Laſtly and principally , I: vnder- 
ſtzad-with the Geneva Tranflation, 
that Fortirude, Valour,and Magnani- 
mity, which we call covrage and ſpt- 
ritz typified in 7#dab the Law-giuing 
Tribe, whoſe embleme or ſcurchion 
was the-Lyon couchant, rhat fits or 
lycs by the prey without feare of re- 
{cue , that turnes not his head at the 
fight of any othep creature, Prox.30. 
which Sa/omen ſymbolized; in the 


ſteps of his rhrone adorned with Ly- 


in Mars -ffreet. Some thinks rhat from 
this. yertue Confantine was rermed 
Rewel.12.the Churches male or man- 
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child : others apply it to Lather + 0- 
thersts Chriſt.che true lyon of Zuda. 

And though I regard not che Salick 
[Law, becauſe the God of fpirits hath 
often pur great ſpirits into that ſex; 


on vpon that in Lewit/css , where the 
Ruler for his ſinne igenioyned to of- 
fer an hee-goar, the priuat man a ſhee 
goat, The male ſuits the Rulerbeft, 
and thefemalethe rulcd. | 
This ability is ſo requiſite,that it is 
often put for the onely qualitic ; as 1 
this x 1k would ſerue, as in Afosſes 
charge ro loſhua R and Danids to Sals- 


that where this one hath abounded, 
thoughthe other haue beene wanting 
in ſome Magiſtrates: they haue done 


more good feruice totheir Country, 


then' many others who -haue had 
ſome talerable meaſure of the reſt, 
but haue failed only in this. « 

Had notrthe principall poſts of an 
houſe nce4ro be of heart of oke 7'are 


won, ' And experience hath taughr,| 


rulers 


2 


3 


— Ko | 
yerI miſtike not Theodorers obſeruati-| Leait 4.22, 
| & 37, 
| @C5/ poop 
| ap/ty 
Term 739 
| Sau Td 
<y;060'w. 


| 


ty. 


s 


lethrs's Inftice of Peace. 


rulers & ſtandarts that regulate other 
meaſures, to bee made of ſoft wood, 


orof lead, that will bend and bow at 


pleaſure 5 doe men chuſe a ſtarting 
horſeto leadthe teeme £ hadnot hee 
need bee of Dazidsvalour,and S amp. 
ſons courage, that mnſt take the prey 
out of the Lyons mouth, and reſcue 
the opprefled from the man thart is 
roo mighty for him? had not he nced 
to bee of ſome ſpirit and reſolution, 
that muſt negleR the diſpleaſnre and 
frownes,reie&rhe letters and ſuits of 
great-men and ſuperiors. 


It is incredible ro thoſe that know | 


itnot., what ſtrength great men will 
put to (eſpecially if once interreſted) 
for the vpholding of a rotten Ale- 
houſe,countenancing of a diſordeacd 
retainer,&c.the reſiſtance wherot re- 
quires it not ſome ſpirit ? had notthe 
braine need to bee of a ſtrong conlti- 
rution, that muſt diſpell and diſperſe 
the fumes aſcending from 1a corrupt 
liner;ſtomacke, of ſpleene ++ I meane 
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the clamors, rumors, and ſometimes 
the flateries of the vulgar, which of- 
ten jintoxicatcable men,8& make them 
as weake as water, yeelding & giuing 
as Pilate, when hee heard bur a buzze 
that he was not Ceſars fricnd,and ſaw 
that in diſmiſſing Chriſt , hce ſhould 

diſpleaſc the lewes. | 

What heroycall ſpirit had he need 
Fauc, thatmuſt encounter the Hydra 

of ſinne,oppoſe the currenr of times, 
and the torrent of vice, that muſt 
turne the wheele ouer the wicked; 
eſpicially ſuch roaring monſters, and 
rebcllious Chora's; ſuch lawleſle ſors 
of Belral, wherwith our times ſwarm, 
who ſticke not ro oppoſe with creſt 
and breſt, whoſocucr ſtand in the way 
of their humors and luſts { Surely, if 
lethro called tor courage in thoſe mo- 
deſt primitiue tunes, and among a 
people newly tamed with Egyptian 
yokes : -what doe our audacious and 
tore-headleflc Swaggerers require £ 
our lces apd dregs of time; not vnlike 
to. 
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to thoſe wherein God was faineto 
raiſe vp extraordinary Iudges, to 
{mire hip and thigh,&&c. What Arlas 
ſhall ſupport the ſtare of the rainous 
and tottering world, in theſe perilous 
ends of time. 

For all theſe forenamed purpoſes, 
how vnapt is a man of a ſoft, timo+ 
rous,and flexible nature £ for whom 
it is as poſſible to ſteere a right courſe 
without ſweruing to the left hand or 
right, for feare or fauour, as it is fora 
cock-boat to keep head againſt wind 
andrtyde, without helpe of Oares or 
Sayles : experience cuer making this 
200d,that cowards are flaues to their 
ſuperiours, tollow fooles ro their e- 
quals, tyrants to their inferiours, and 
winde-mills to popular breath , not 
being 2ble to any of theſe to ſay fo 
muchas no. 

Wherfore this text proclaimes and 
ſpeakes, as Gedeon in the cares of 
all the faint-hcarted, Whoſocuer is 
fearcfull and timorous,let him depart 
rom 
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from mount Gilead; and there dc par- 


red rwentic thouſand, and yet God | 


the ſecond time, out of the remnant, 
viz. ten thouſand, defaulks all the la- 
zie perſons,and reduced that huge at- 
my to three hundred able perſons. 

It were excellent for theCommon- 
wealth , if ſuch a ſubſtraQtion might 
bee made : ant! the weake-hearted 
would reſigne theit roomes to able 
men. For what haue ſeruile cowards 
to doe with the Sword of the Lord, 
and Gideen ; with God and the Kings 
Othces. 

On the contrary, it ſaith to all men 
of abilitic, as the Angell to Gideon, 
The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man 
of valour, go on in this thy might to ſane 
Iſrael, &c. What is our Offcethat 
are Miniſters, but as Gods Trumpet- 
ters and Drummers to cncourage, 
hearten and purlifc in thoſe that fight 
his battels,and doe his worke. By the 
vertue then of this my text, I ſay ro 
cuery gpod-hearted Magiſtrate, pro- 
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ceede and goec on from ſtrength ro 
ftrengrh. 
And if any aske mee, who then is 


ſhall we ger this'ſtrength,that are but 
fleſh and blood,and men as others £ 
anſwer with /ob,Siluer hath his veine; + 
and gold his myne where it is found,yron 
is taken out of ths earth, and bra(ſe mol. 
ten ont of the ſione,but the place of this 
abiliry is not to bee found in the Iand 
of the liuing. Nature ſaith it isnot to 
be found in mee; Wealth and Hono :r | 
ſayes not in mee : Itis fallcly ſayd of 
Catoand Fabricius,thatthe Sun might 
ſooner be ſtayed or altred in his race, 
then they inthe courſe of Tuſtice. The 
ſtoureft and the richeſt will yecld. But 
Dauid tells his ſonne Salomen on his 
death-bed , where hee ſhall finde it, 
T hine, O Lord, is greatneſſe and power, 
thou art the head of all riches, honor and 
ftreneth are in thy hands, it is inthee 10 
wake great.cyc.T his God hath ravght 


| Dauid to breake a bow of ſtecle = 
is 
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his hands : It is hee that looſerh the 
coller of Princes,girdeth their loincs, 
& vngirdeth them again,befooles rhe 
Counſcller,the Iudge and the ſpokel- 
man : He it was that made the thooes 
of 7sſeph as ſtrong as braſle, 7eremiah 
aS a wall of brafle, Caleb at ſtrong at 
foureſcore and fiuc, as at fortic, if 
Sampſons haire be off, and God depar- 
ted from him, he is as other men, and 
he can ſtrengthen him again withour 
his locks at his plcaſure, 

If any man want wiſedome or | ,. 
ſtrength, let himpray , and hee can 
make him wiſer then the children of 
the Eaſty, and ſtronger then the Ana- 
kins + wherefore bee ſtrong in the 
Lord, faintnot,be not weary of well- 
doing , for feare of oppoſition and 
croſling : though in rowing this ſhip, 
the windes blow , and the ſeas rage, 
Chriſt can ſtraight ſend an Halcion, 
and ſet it onſhore, 

It is the fauk of many Chriſtian 
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'groning vnder the burthen: as if caſe 
and delicacy were to be ſought for in 

oucrnment. What if there be a Ly- 
On in the way 2 therighteous is bol- 
derthcn the Lyon : what if thou bee 
weake?is not God ſtrengthzand doth 


not hee perfet his ſtrength in our 
| weakneſſe? whar if rhere be many op- 

olites in the way 2 true courage is 
| as as death, and will —__ all 
| ynder feet without reſiſtance. 
Yea, bur what if an Hoſt come a- 
gainſt thee, and as Bees encompaſle 
thee 2 true faith ſees more on Gods 
fide then againſt them,cuen guards of 
Angels, as plainely as mcn doe the 
Sheriffes halbarts,and doubts not,but 
in the name of the Lord to vanquiſh 
them all, 

One concluding place for all,out of 
a Preachers mouth , that knew what 
he ſaid, wiſdom ſtrengthens one man 
more then twenty mighty Potentates 
thatare ina chi featerh God 
ſhall come foorth of all ers. 
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Whence by way of paſſage, note that 
the next poynt of the feare of God,is 
that which giueth life to the forc-go- 
ing,&to the two following alſo: an 
is placed in the text,as the heart inth 
body, for conucying life to, all rhe 
parts; or as adram of muske,pertu- 
mingrthe whole box of oyntment, 
Fearing God. 

Iethro muſt be vnderſtood,not of the 
poore baſtardly flauiſh feare , which 
depraried naturc hath left in all - nor 
of any ſudden flaſh of feare wronghe 
by word or works, ſuch as Felix, Bal. 
ſha77ar , and Caligula, were not voyd 
of, and yer neuer the better Magi. 
firates: But ſuch a filial! feare,as faith 
and the aſſurance of Gods loue and 
{aluation breeds; ſuch as awed Jeſiph, 
Cornelius, Dauid,8&c.This is the teare 


required by lethro, teigus 4844 parit 
odlineſſe which breederh an 


Lidkele 
heedulncſe in all our waycs and 


Ons. / 
Withdut this feare of God,what is 
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ability but the Diuels anuile, wheron 
| ke forgecrh & hammereth miſchicfe £ 

what is wiſdome but ſubtilric 2 what 
[1s -- rage voſanRified, but injuſtice * 
' wherein is ſuch skil in the Iawes com- 
| monly cmploycd,bur in coloring and 
| coucring bad cauſes and perſons, and 
in making the lawes a noſc of wax to 
private ns 7 other men hauc other | 
bits and reſtraints, but men in autho- | 
rity, if they feare not God, haue no-! 
thing cle to feare, Wherefore Chriſt ! 
toyncs them well inthe vnrighrcous| 
Iucge,that he feared neither God nor | 
man. If hee be a ſimple coward, hee! 
Feares all men, if a man of ability,te! 
feares none at all, 

What are the ncrues and {incwes | 
of all gouernment, the bonds and 
commands of obedience but an oath? | 
and what are oathsto prophane men, 
but as Sempſens cords, which hee 
ſnapt aſynder,as faſt as they were of- 
fered hing, The common ſort of our 
people count the oaths thatqyen ui 
| w 
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whenthey rake offices, no other then 
formall : ſo they diſtinguiſh them (a 
ſtrange diſtintion) from other oaths 
of contract, and dally with them ac+ 
cordingly. 

They diſcerne God no more in 
oaths,then Chriſt in the Sacraments: 
and therefore take rhem, and breake 
them raſhly and regardleſly , which 
whenthey hauc done, the Diuellen- 
ers into them,aginto 1#das; and runs 
them headlan#1::tomall periured cour- 
ſes: which makes the land to mourne 
for the contempt of oathes, and neg- 
le& of dutics. What is the ground of 


religion ? wel fare Conſtantins his ma- 
xime, He cannot be faithfull tomee,thas 
is unfaithſull toGod. Why then,whar 
arc oathes for Atheiſts and Papiſts, 
othcr then collers for monkics necks, 
which ſlipthe at thcir pleaſure 2 ſuch 
neitherare nor can be good ſubicRs : 
much lefTe good Magiſtrates. Papilts 


| wil keepno faith with Proteſtants, ler 
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Proteſtants giue no truſt to Papiſts, 
though they ſwear vponall the books 
in the world. 

Finally,what is the principall ſcope 
of Magiſtracie in Gods intention, 
whoſe creature and ordinance it is; 
but to promote his glory,countenan- 
cing the Goſpell andthe Profeſſours 
of it, ſafe-guard of the Church and 
Commonwealrh,the firſt and ſecond 
table, and principally the two former, 
Now for all theſe, chiefly for the 
chiefeſt, whar cares a Cats or a Gallis, 
whaibeares the ſword in vaine for 
Godand his ends ; who neuer minds 
any thing but his owne Cabinet, or 
the ſhip of the Common-wealth at 
the beſt : for the other, ſincke they, 
ſwim they, all is one to him, he tooke 
no charge, nor will hee take notice of 
them. 

Wherefore I conclude, that the 
feare of God is the principall part, as 
of my Text,ſo of a good Magiſtrate, 
whom Chriſt calles a Ruler in Iſrae 
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Paul Gods Miniſter and Sword-bea- | Jobn 3. 
rer-: yez,the very forme and ſoule of , Ronny, 


ſuch an one : yea, it troubles mee to 
make ir,but a part which Salomon cals 
the whole of a man, eſpecially ſuch a 
man who is ſent of Gad, forthe praiſe 
of the godly, and the puniſhment of 
euill doers. In which reſpeR being 
the maine of my Text, giue me leaue 
to giue you a ſhort charaRter of ſuch 
aMagiſtrate,as this quality will make 
him , where euer it is found in any 
good latitude. 

Hee is one that came into his place 
by Gods doore , and not by the De- 
uils window : when he is in, hee eyes 
him that is inviſible, cucn God in the 
aſſembly of Gods : and therefore (its 
on the Indgement Seate in as great, 
though not in ſo flauiſha feare of of- 


fending, as O/anes vpon the flayd skin | 
of his father Sylannes,nailed by Canm- | 


byſes on the Tribunall : oras a _ | 
ron, 
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wate,when they think the orcat T wrke 
to ſtand behind the Arras, at the dan- 
gerous doore, 
R Who hath alwayes,(as God enioy. 


neth, Dewter. 17. 13.) a Copie of the 
law of his God before him,and reads 
} | itall the dayes of his life,thathe may 
\ learne to feare the Lord his God,and 
ro keep the commandement without 
turning afide, cither to the right hand 
or lcfr. 
3. If at all he be glad of his place, it is 
not as a chaire of honor, or farme of 
commoditic, nor ſword of reuenge : 
bur only as a meane of furthering his 
reckoning , and pleaſuring his Coun- 
trey. For his oath,hee remembers it, 
andrrembles,leſt if careleſly hetranl- 
grefſe it , the winged flying Booke 0- | 
uertake him before he get —— kc 
cut bur the-skirt or lap of Tuſtice , his 
heart ſmites him with a priuy pinch, 
till he ſers all right againe with God 
. and man. Hee dares not ſq much as 
by conntenance offend any of Gods | | 
| X little] ] + 
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little ones , nor affoord 2 good looke 
roa varler, nor yerſo to reſpettheir 
perſons, as to wrong their cauſe , for 
hee knowes all theſc ro bee abomina- 
tion to his Lord, into whoſe hands he 
dreads to fall,as knowing him a con- 
ſuming fire , and one that hath prout- 
ded T ophet for Princes, When an vn- 
lawfull ſuit is commenced by po 
or by friendſhip , his heart anſi 

'fnot his tongue} with 7ob : How b 
7 doe this,and anſwer God when he comes 


toindgement ? 

| As for bribes, hee dares not looke 
| onthe m, left they blinge his eyes be- 
| fore he be aware: ſuch pitch he dares 
nor touch , nor receiue into his bo- 
ſome, teſt it defile him in the open 


| Sunne, if tendred in cloſet or cham- 


ber,he feares the timber and ſtones in 
thc wall would bee witneſſes againſt 
him. 

When he comes in courr, he fixeth 
his eye, neither before him on that 
perſon , aor about him on the behol- 

ders, 
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ders, nor behinde him for bribes, bur 
vpward on God : j—_ confide- 
ring that Chriſt is Lord Paramont of 
all courts of Iuſtice,and that now his 


Father hath reſigned all ivdgment in- | 


to his hands. Hee ſtewards alltohis 
content, promotes his profits with- 
out wrong to the Tennant. Looksſo 
he Church, that the Common- 
e recciuenodetriment:and ſoro 
Common-wealth, as the Church 
Il ſurely Aouriſh : ſo countenan- 
cing the {eruants of God, that hee 
wrong not the worſt worldling : 
maintaines pictic, and negles not 
equitic : kcepes his houſe well , but 
his Church berter: in frequentin 
whereof, he with his family arc -__ 
dents to all the hundreds where hee 
dwels : And in a word doth as much 
good by his examplc;as by his autho- 
ritie, 

This is the godly man , whom the 
Lord chuſeth and guideth , whoſe 
praiſe and reward is of God : which 

David 
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Dasid hauing found true in his lite, a 
little before his death recorderhto all 
ages. 7 be ſpirit of the Lord ſpake by nee, 
and his word was in my tongue. The 


| God of 1ſFae'ſpaketo me, the ſtrength of 


Iſrael ſayd , theu ſhalt beare rule over 
men , being inſt, and ruling in the feare 
of God. Eucn as the morning light when 
the Sun riſeth, the marning,1 ſay, with» 
out clouds, ſo ſhall mine houſe be, and not 
&s the graſſe of the earth 15 by the bright 
raine. For God hath made with mee an 
exerlaſting couenant, perfect in all points 
and ſure. 

Let the deuill and the world ſtorm 
and burſt with enuy , one of theſe is 
worth a thouſand of the common 
fort, though men will ſce nodiffe- 


ſufficient men? Ler men talke of their 
quiet and peaceable neighbours, and 
good houſe.keepers,good Common. | 
wealrhs men : though theſe be good | 


N—_ they 


rence, bur ſay, Are not all honeſt and | 
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Mlings,yer if religion comenotin,as a 
number to make them of ſome value, 
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they are but all as cyphers in Gods 
account. 

Now if God thinke ſo meanely of 
theſe, who are either meere ciuill and 
politike men,or idle pleaſurable Gen- 
tlemen,what reckoning doe we think 
he makes of ſuch prophane vncircum- 
ciled vice-gods (as I may in the worſt 
ſence beſt rerme them )that (cell them- 
ſelucs ro worke wickednes * that giue 
themſclues to all g00d tcllowſhi (as 
they call ir) and ro all exceſle of ryor 
(as the Apoſtle calls it) and that hate 
to be reformed: ſuch I merneas hold 
religion a diſparagement to Gentry, 
and feare nothing more, then to haue 
a name that they feare God, who 
thinke when they hauc gotten arfOf- 
fice, they may ſwcare by authoriric, 
oppreſſe by licence, drinke and {will 
withour controll, 

Whar ſhall [ ſay of ſuch 2 are theſe 
Gods,and children of the moſt high, 
or the characters of his moſt holy I- 
mage Diuels are they rather , then 
Depu- [. 
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Deputies for him , Imps of his King- 
dome, far better becomming an Ale- 
bench, thena Shire-bench, and rhe 
Barre,then a Indgement ſear. 

But what ſhall I fay to ſuch mocke- 
god-like Eſavs ? ſhall I take vp the 
words of Moſes: if thou wiltnor feare 
this glorious name, 7T he 7 ord thy God, 
| Lwil make thy plagues wonderfull, 
and of great continuance: Or thoſe of 
Daiid , which perhaps will fir them 
better ; 2nd rheſe times of imminent 
changes , T hey know not , and vnder- 
ſtand nothing;they walke in darknes, 
albeit the foundations of the earth be 
mooued : 7 have ſaid ye are Gods,bur 
yee ſhall dyclike men, and fall like 0- 
thers,Orwill hey ſufter the Prophets 
exhortation, Who art thouthat drea- 
deſt a mortal man, whoſe breath is in 
his noſtrils, whom che moth ſhall care 
like a garment, and thc worme like 
| wooll: And forgetteſt thy maker,that 
hath ſpred the heauens, laid che foun- 

dations of the carth, that giuerh rhe 
D firſt 
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firſt and latter raine, that hath ſer the 
bounds ta the ſea, &c. Or will they 
| heare Satamers end of all 2 Feare God, 
| that wall bring cuery ſeczet to iucge- 
| ment 2 ora gicater yet then Salomon, 
| Feare hind that is ablewhen hee hath kil. 
| led the , to deſtroy the ſoule alſo in 
| hell pre fW enermore. 
| Well, the Lord cauſe them to 
(heare,thart hath plantcd the care: and 
plant his fcare intheir hearts where it 
1s not,increa(ſc it where it 1s,that there 
may bee more holy Magiſtrates, and 
that the holy may yet be more holy, 
And thcn we hope the other two pro- 


and wee thall ſpend the lefſe time and 


labour about them : Fer men tcaring 
God rrucly,will be alfo 
Men of Truth, 

Without which, ſhew of religion 
is butlying vanitic: a glorious profel- 
ſion,but plaine hypocrifie : And cou- 
| rage, if it bce not for the truth and in 
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pcrtics following will more abound, | 


audacity 
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audaciry,or'wicked impudency,'And 
therefore rhis character addedtorhe 
former,ioyncs thoſe whicharc inthe 
forme of Iuzares, and oughtto bee tn 
all Officers, g4od men and tra. 
This ſtile, Men of :ruth, admits two 
interprerations,both compariblewith 
therext and theme. Aman of rruth is 
either a truc ſraclite,a,truebNathanid 
voyd of guile, 2s triith is oppoſed to 
bypocr:hc:orcls 2 loucrot the truth, 
as truth 5: oppoſed ynro-falſhood. 
{ One that in particular caſcs, ſuits,and 
controuerl:tcs berween manand man, 
coubts it his henovur to: fifr out the 
{tizrh, maincaine the zruth.Kickero ir, 


nor ſuffering himſclfc to be mitfnfors, 


med by Tale-bearers, Promoers and 
Sycophams : nor miſled and peruer: 
ted by the falle plcading'and colow: 
fins of canſcicncclefle Counſellors. 
Buc brings nadgement to the ballance 
and rulc of rightcouſneſſe,& delights 
(as the Honnd doth azrurally in ſen- 
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| ting out the Hart) to ſearch and trace 


D our 


"IT 


— 


_— '- 


lethrd's Juſtice of Peace. 


outthe truth , out of all the thickets 
and dens of iuggling and conuciance, 
labouring as much to boulrt it our by 
examinarion in Hyporheſs, as the Phi- 
loſophers by difpurations in —_ ; 
being of his temper that worthily ſaid 
Plato is my friend, Socrates my friend, 


Or like 166, who couered himſclfe 
with ITuſtice,and to whom Iudgement 

was as 2 robe & a crowne, who when 

he knew not the canſe , ſought it out 

diligently. . 

| And for this purpoſe, a man of 
truth keeps men of truth about him: 

and with Daeid, abandons all lyers' 


ſeruants are Lycrs. Andof ſuch Iu- 
ſtice, which is in truth and for rruth,l 
ſay (as of old it was faid) neither the 
cuening nor the morning ftar equals 
it in brightneſle, 

- Bur withall, I muſt complaine as of 


but the Truth is my deareſt friend. | 


out of his houſhold : whereas of a 
Prince thar hcarkneth to lyes , all his | 


olde, that truth is fallenin the a 
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men, Indgement fayles and ſtands a 
farre off,cquitie enters not. The com- 
mon trade of the times, being to 
weaue lyes in all caſcs, eſpeci ; 
gainſt the true ſeruants of God. And 
the common weaknes of the times,to 
recciue the landers whichare broa- 
ched and bruited by tongues ſer on 
fire fromhell:ſo that he that refraines 
from cunning, makes himſelfe a prey, 
the Latin whereof was all that Lewis 
the eleuenth would hauc his ſonne ro 
learne : andis all the policy that moſt 
ſtudy and practiſe; Infomuch that the 
common Lnhies S are, that when 
men ſweare by faith and truth , they 
ſweate by Idols thatare not , names 
they are and notions, things they are 
not,nor ſubſtances : Iewels they are, 
but ſach as vſe them, dic beggars: ho- 


nourable Ladies and Miſtreſles they 
are, but ſuchas follow them cloſe at 
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the heels, may haue their teeth dathed 
out of their rw 
SY Dy well, 
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and viterly periſhed from among F444 


Hoi neſcia 


| <iſſimalars, 
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+ Welbgtet deceiuers rhus deceive 
themſelucs, let cunning heads &glo- 
ming rongucs. make as much as they 
will of Ti:berrms his Art, or the Deuils 
rather, rhotather of the Arr,of diſſi 
'mularion. In the cnd they ſhall proue 
it to bee moſt pernicious to the Sru- 
dents and Maſters of it: Ler the chil. 
dren of:;zruth iuſtihe rheir mother, 
which hath the reward: of honour in 
her right hand , and'of wealch inthe 
left. Andif it ſhouldbe attended with 


| | harred and croſſes for arime, yet hee 


4 The fourth 


Charatier. 
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that is Amen, the truce witneſle, yea 


truth icſelfe,will reward them in the: 
end : when hee ſhall fhurout with the. 


dogs, ailſuch as louc and make lyes; 
with whoſe cxhortation I cloſe vp 
this linck, & knit with the following, 
Bay the truth and ſell it.not, which hee 
that meancs to doc,muſt be 
A true hater of conttouſueſſe, 

Elſe will Salomens ſencrall Proutrbs 
meet in him. The.wicked giues heed 
to the falſe lip, &theliertoa naughty 


rongue. 
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tongue. He taketh the gift out of rhe | 
befhm: to wrelſt iadgement. Accep-! Acce)tatio 
ration of gifts proue commonly pre-; pan cs 
uaricationto the truth, It is impoſſible} vericatis, 
to beachampionto truth, and a ſlaue 
to Mammon : but hee muſt loue the 
one and hate the other, Ir is beſt ther- 
fore to hate the worſt , yea the worſt 
of all vices incident ro Magiltracy: 
the root of all cuill,which if it be not 
rooted out of the Magiſtrars hearr, it 
alone will poiſon all the three former 
qualities required in him, Neither 
ſtrength,nor religion, nor loue of the 
truth , ſhall bec able to preſerue him 
from enchantments of couctouſnes, 
Which being an inordinate loue of | 4 
money, an culSooncupittence of ha-| z\re;e. 
uing more then God hath alotred, ar 
alawfull courſe affoorderh : is ſuch a 
kind of Idolatry,as transfarmer the 
worſhippers of this golden calfe into! 
[dolls themſclucs , making them to | Exadape 
haue cies that ſce not,caresthat heare 
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| dlethar which peruerteth the cycs of 


the wiſe. It bores out their eyes, and 
maketh them as blinde as cuer was 
Sampſon and Zedekiah, 


*. Eyes you know are tender things, 


and ſmall! motes annoy them , euen 
handfuls of barley and morſcls of 
bread make ſuch men to tranſgreſle : 
And a drams weight iniected,encline 
the golden Scoles of Iuſtice to which 
fide they pleaſe. 

* There is ſuch a ſtrange bewitching 
power in Balaams decciprfull wages, 
that hee that pill admit them for Tu- 
ſtice, ſhall ſoone rakethem for Iniu- 
ſtice:if the right hand be ful of bribes 
theleft hand muft be full of miſchicf, 
The Deuil as well as the Bribecr laieth 
his hogkes in this ſhrap, whereof hee 
that is greedy,and will needs be rich, 
falleth into his ſnare,and many other 
noyſome luſts,which fincke men i 

dition, piercerth their ſoules with 
Greater, their names with reproach: 


cauſe them xo ſwerue from the = 
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and make ſhipwracke of a good con- | 
ſcience : _—y} the moſt precious | 
things are vile and cheap in his 
+ Gt money is deare, he wa 
ſticke with 4446 to (ell euen himſelfe 
tro worke wickedneſle for the com- 
_ of that his ſoule lauerh and 
ongeth after, 
But thou oh man of God flic theſe 
| things, and hate couectouſneſle with a 
verfe hatred. Hate is as Ammon did 
Thawer, fri thruſt it out of thy heart, 
and ſhut and locke the doore after it. 


bi” 


Heb. 3.5, 


Secandly,let thy behauiour and con- 
uerſation bee auerſe and ſtrange figm 
the loue of money. Let all ſordidand. 
flehy lucre beabominable: : all il] gat- 
ten goods exccrable ; let them ſtincke 
inthy noftrils , as ill as Feſþqfians tri- 
bure of vrine. 

Shake thy lap of bribes with Nehe- 
mich, Conſider as Bernard comſcls |. 
Exgenius, How the peoplemay 
vnder thee, & notthou by 


po Remember theend of Baliams wages 
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and of 1s4as his bag. And with with 
Damvanys rather to haue GehaFtes le- 
pry, then his curſe entavled to thee 
and thy poſteriry,& inheritance after 
thee : tretting thine eſtate as a canker 
and moth, conſuming your fleſh as 
fire; and crying in the caresof the 


| Lord of hoſts for vengeance, 


But what doe I making my ſelfe 
ridiculous to this, olde doting coue- 
tous ave of the world: this theme on. 
ly-made the Phariſſes laugh ar Chriſt 
his wezs, becauſe they were couetous: 
And fo doc they ferue all our caucats 
againſt Couctouſneſſe, applauding 
themſelues, - and -laughing in their 
fleeues, whenthey behold their bags 


[inthe cheſt, and their lands from off 


their Tarrets,, ſaying ro themſclues, 
Whag is a man bat his wealth? What 
is an Offi:c but the fees, 

' There $a text in Eſay, that if Paul 
had rhe. preaching of it , hee would 
make euery groping and griping Fe- 


liz 'to trembley I meane ſuch as the 
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Scrip- 
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{{words; and ſharpe atfowes in their 
brethrens hearts: ſuch Cheeſe-ba w 
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Scriprtſretermerh roaring Lions,ran- 
eing Beares, Horle-lecches, Wolics, 
deuouring all in the eucning, and lea- 
uing none till the morning : as well 
Judees that iudge for reward,and ſay 
with ſhame, Bring you; fuch asthe 
Countrey cals Capon-Iuſtices? as al- 
lo ſuch mercinary Lawyers , as ſell 
both their rongues and their filence, 
their Clients cauſes and their owne 
conſciences: who only keep life in the 
law, ſolong as there is money in the 
purſe; and when this gol.'en ſtreame 
ceaſerh', the mill ſtands ſt1!l, and the 
caſe is altered: ſuch extorting officers 


of Inſtice, as inuent pullics and win- ! 


ches for extraordinary fecs,to the mi- 
ſerable vndoing of poore ſaitcrs:ſuch 
falſe periured Sheriffs, Stewards of li- | 
berrics and their Deyagies.a "yr mo.. | 
ney falfifie thcir charges : ſuch cor- | 
rupted lurates and witnefles of rhe 
Poſt, whfch are' as hammers' and | 


lifes 
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che reſt of that Rabble. 

Theſe prone. the world, 
which like the Gentles breed of pu- 
 trefaRtion,8& Bectles fed in the/dung, 

reliſhing nothing elſe but carth 
things : thinke there is no other —s 
linefſe butgaine, no happineſle bur to 
ſcrape and gather, ts bawe and to hold. 
Ler ſuch conſult ſhame to their hou- 
ſes : ler ſach make their Offices as ca- 
ſting nets for all fſh that come : till 
they get the Deuill and all : Let them 
heap vp treaſures of wickedneſle and 
treaſures of wrath withall. 

But where there is any feare of God 
and loue of the truth, let 19%bns coun- 
ſel! preuaile with them, to bee content 
with their due wages : Let Paw! per- 
{wade them, that godlineſle is gaine 
with contentation : Salomon, that 
Gods bleſſing maketh rich, and adds 

[no ſorrow therewith ; $o ſhall they, 
fallow 


ern Oonwwwnn 


II—_ 


F  | O 


_ 
follow 1ethres aduiſe the berrer , and } 
proue compleat Magiſtrats and Ofh- 
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cers: An of courage, men of religion, 
men of truth, hating coucteuſnes. 

Theſe are the foure Cardinall ver- 
rues of Magiſtrates , of which if all 
were compounded, and were as emi- 
nent forthera as for their place : and 
did ( as the great DiQtaror of reaſon 
ſpeaks in his Politicks ) as far exceed 
the vulgar ſort in thoſe heroycall yer- 
tues,as the fa/ues of the gods, the Na- 
twes of men : then would people be- 
come voluntary ſi.bies,pur the ſcep- 
ters into their hands, and the Law of 
commanding and obeying become 
caſte ,; things thought irreparable, 
would cafily be reformed. 

T he third part. 

But before I come to make vic of 
what hath been ſaid , let mee ® as the 
third part of my Text, and the diftri- 
bution of Magiſtracie requires, tell 
you to whom all this hath beene ſpo. 


: — 


ken : not to Tudges and Iuſtices of 
: peace 
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peace only, as I feare moſt.haue ima- 
gined in heari ing it:butto all fromthe 
higheſt and greateſt,to theloweſt and 
leaſt Inſtrument of uſtice, from the 
Goucrnour of rhe thouſand, ro the 
Centurion, from him to the Tithing- 
man or Decinor, To the which anct- 
ent diuiſton of the Iewiſh Common- 
wcalth , ourplatforme agrees in ſub- 

ſtance. Their. Sanedrim or Senate of 
nty,to our Parliament, Counſell- 
le, Starre-chamber,Exchequer- 
chamber,&c. Our Iuſtices of Afiſes 


mtheir Circuit,6 Tuſtices of peace in 
their gencrall Commiſſion or domi- 
11on, & high Shcrifts in their Shares, 
Td rulers of thouſands, 

Our Tuſtices in their ſeuerall diuj- 
(1915, [udges of hundred Courts and 
Ternes ro their Rulers of hundreds, 


rowhbn: I :nay adde high Conftables 
in their places, our Courr- lects, and 
Courr-barons, to rhe rulers of fifties; 

:0 whom I add6 orclinary Conſtables 
m.their Offices, our chiefePledges, 
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Tything-men , or Deciners, totheir 
rulers of tens. Now all rheſe 7ethro 
meanes, and ſpeakesof cuery one of 
them intheir ſtation and degree,con- 
ceinipg the Common-wealth , as an 
inſtrument not well in tune, if but the 
leaſfofthefe ſtringsbe falſe ornavght. 

Contrary to the common and dan- 
2crqus opinion of the vulgar, who to 
their owne intury thinke & ſay,that it 
matters not for petty Officers, Cam- 
ſtablesand Baylifts, &c. though they 
boof the lees and dregs of men'; nay, 


{S-- 


3. 


they hold that for ſome Offices; Ir is 
pitic any honeft men ſhould come in- 
rothem.. Alas, alas, the more ſubiet 
to tentation and vice itis, the more! 
necedfull it is that none other ſhould | 
haue them, | 
Oh bur (ſay they) a good m_ OF 
luſtice may help all;they erre and are 
decceiued, it is no one beame, though 
| neuer ſo bright that enlightens all :'Ir 
is not the light and daffacics of the 
axed ſtarres, though the greateſt and 
higheſt 


letbrds Teftice of Peace, 
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higheſt,bur of the Sunne and Moone, 


and the loweſt and neereſt Orbs that 
gouerne the wor/d. It is the ground- 
wind,not the rack-winde, that driues 
mills and ſhips. Iris inthe Ciuill,as in 
the Eccleſtaſticall body: if Biſhops be 
neuer {o learned, and the pariſhionall 


Miniſter negligent , worldly, proud, | 


or blind Sr. J9hns, the people periſh for 
want of viſion. 

What canthe Superiour doe, if the 
Inferiour informe not 2 what can the 
eyedo, if the hand and foot be croo. 
ked and vnſeruiceable 2 yea,not only 


_1jf ſuch as be organs of Tuftice,ſuch as 


haue places of ludicature : bur if the 
media and ſpeRacles of the ſenſe will 
yeelde a falſe report , how ſhall the 
common ſenſe make a right wwdge- 
ments If Pleaders and Attourneys 
will 6olour and gloze, if the Clerkes 
and Pen-men make falſe records,may 
not any oftheſe diſturb or peruert Iu- 
ſtice 2 If the leaſt fiuger or roc of this 


body be diſtorted, I mmeane Taylor ox 4 
Sergeant 


| Sergeant , or any orhcr that ſhould 


. | bee yerified , Looke whar the Bell is 


| meaneſt place of the c6mon-wealth, 
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 execure Inftice,be remiſſe and ſlacke, 
then mult the Dutch-mans Pronerbe 


without the Clapper, ſuch are good 
Lawes and Indgements withour duc 
execution. 

Thus we {ce inthis curious Clock- 
work of Iuſtice,the leaſt pin or wheel 
amiſle may diſtemper & diſorder all: 
bur if care were had to frame all theſe 
parts of the building according rothe 
plat-forme of this $kilfull Architcd, 
what an abfolure harmony of the 
parts, what an exaR pertection of rhe 
whole; yca,whar coldedfrinnes ſhould 
we liue to ſee £ | 

Hearken O yee mpuntaines and lit- 
tle hils,you Rulers of thoufarids,you 
Rulers of rens,you reuerend Sages of 
the Lawes, you worſhipfull Kwights 
& Gentlemen of rhe counticy : ye li- 
ſtento this charge of 2ethro: ye of the 


I weigh not things nor pcrlons/ at the 
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ry Nabal of mount Carmel, nor cuery 


ſon,as Samxel to Saul, God hath rent 
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common beame of cuſtom and opini- 
on,butat the golden ſtandart of Gods 
SanQuary , with theſe Gold-ſmirhs 
weights of my text : which if I ſhall 
perſwade you to doe, I feare that we 
muſt ſay with the Pſalmift, that ſonns 
of men Beni-Adam, yea the chiefeſt 


men Bent-jſh, to be layd vpon the bal- | 


lance, wilt bee found lyes.and lighter 
then vanity:here mony wil not make 
che man,nor craft carry it away.Eue- 


Achitophtl may notbe admitted. 
This Texr faith trocvery timorous, 
prophane,talſchearted,couetous per- 


thine office from thee rand beſtowed 
tr only better: oras the Scripture of 
Indas,Let another more worthy rake | 


hisplace:: if this order & rule of trial | 


might rake place, how many would 


be turned out of Commiſſion 2 how |. 


many would bee = perde? how 
would henches and Shire-houſes bee 
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As for this preſent, ro-the which | 
God hath called metoſpeake(for if I 
had called my ſelfe, I could not nor s 
durft not ſpeake)giue me leaue with- 
out offence, to ſpeak that plainly and 
openly, which I conceive inwardly : 
When I haue come into rhe Shire- 
houſe, ſometimes to obſerue the ſtate 
of it : ithath —_— ſelfe ro my 
view , not vnhike to that image of Dg- 
mel, or picture in Hprace.; or table of 
the Popes of Rome, which for memo. 
ries ſake IreducerotheſerwoDiſticks 
Ex akero capnt eft argenteabrachia viter 

«Aneus admifts ferrea truts lato 
Diuine capiti;eerarx humand, ferinus 

Aſſuitur truntas D empnyque pedes. 

The head of gold, And with fuck 
honorable Tydges God hath viſually, 
& for a long time bleſſed rhis circuit. 
It Thad ever heard other of theſe pte- 
ſent, I durſt nor giue rifles, leſt my 
makerſhonld condemne me: yer be- 
rn ro mee bur by fame, 
which hath ſpoken all good : I defire 
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ou to proouc and weigh yourſelues 
by Tethre's weights, and accordingly 
to haue peace and —_ in your 
owne conſciences, before the Iudge 
of all Tadges. 

The ſhoulders of filver. A worthy 


Bench,yct mingled with ſome drofle, 


and nor-ſo refined as I haue knowne 
and ſecne it , like theskye in a cleere 
evening,beſpangled with bright ſtars. 


Many ſuch there bee at this preſent, | 


God be praiſed , religious and able Tu- 
ſtices, and ſo many, as I belecue few 
other Benches arc furniſhed withall, 
yer in this filuer I feare ſomedroſle, 
ſome whoſe skill 8& abiliry the Coun- 
trey doubts of, being conceiucd to be 
cither ſo ſnnpic or ſo timorous , that 
they darc meddle withnone that dare 
meddle with them: or elſe fo popular 
they willdiſplcaſe none. The Devill 
hiraſclfe they ſay may keepe an Ale- 
houſe vnder thetrnoſle, Others whole 
religion jyyeal intoqueſtion.ar laſt 
forthetruth,and for the power of i: 
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vnleſle religion may ſtand with com- 
mon ſwearing, with drinking, with 
familiarity with Papiſts & Recuſants, 
with vngouerned and vngodly fami- 
lies, voyd of all exerciſes of religion, 
fraught with ſpſrits of the burrery, 
Ruffans, Ale-houſe Eunters,and ſuch 
as arc the Sin-tutours and Sin-lcaders 
toall the country abour them. I hope 
there bee but few ſuch , I could wiſh 
there were none at all, 

The breſt and belly of braſle, the 
ſtrength of the Countrey , in which 
ranke I account the great Inqueſt, 
lury-men,and Conſtables , of which 
number how few make a conſcience 
to preſent diſorders according to 
oath , or that know and regard the 
bond of an oath * 

The legs and feerof 'yronand clay, 
or mire. Indeed the very mire anf{ dirt 


of rhe Countrey,the Bayliffes,Stew- | 
Libe 


ards of ſmall Liberties, Buta-bailiffs, 
Iaylours,8&c. If Beelzebub wanted of- 
ficers{ he needed no worſe then a 
E 3 
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of thele; what myſteries haue they to 


| fitand reforme,or that you Iudges.in 
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vexe the. poore Countrey-men with 
falſe arreſts ? and by verrue of that 
$tats:etying cuery freeholder of for- 


Aſſes; bur I liſt not to ftir this ſedi- 
ment of the Countrey too valauory 
to be raked vp in a Sermon. 

Oh thatſome Jeboſephat would vi- 


theſe your daics of viſitations, would 
redrefſe {ome part of theſe grievan- 
ces, andreduce all to this 14a of 1e- 
throes , which indeed would make an 
Heauen vpon carth amongſt vs. An 
V topial feare ſome will ſay,too good 
to be true, obieCting to me as to.Cats, 
that hee not diſcerning the times hee 
lived in,looked for Plato's Common«- 
wealth.in the dreggs of Remutus, And 
ſo that theſe Magiſtrates thus limbed 
out,might.be found in CAloſes golden 
agcof the world, but not in theſe lees 


'of time... 


__ Tawhich] anſwer, That if 1ethra 


ty ſhillings per annum , to attend the | 


_ vere 
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were now to giue adnice , hee would | 
double the force of it : If Das/ds rea- | 
ſon berrue, ir is now high time for | 
God to worke,for men haue deſtroy- | 
ed his Law :* Was there cucr more | 
need of courage then now , when ſin + 
is ſo audacious ? of truth, when Eſau- | 
iſme * of reJigion,when hypocrifie & | 
iniquity 2 of contentation, whenthe | 
loue of the world ſo abounds 2 The | 
oncly way to repaire theſe ruines of 


4 the dying world, is to renew gobern- 


ment to the primitiue beanty of ir : 
the face whereof I hatie now ſhewed 
inthis excellent Mirrour or Looking- 
plaſſe : ſoyou goe not away,and for- 


get both the comelineſſe and ſpors it 


| hath ſhewed you, but waſh and bee 


cleane,and ſuch as it would haue you 


1tobee. 
{ - There being nothing elſe femai- 


"ning to your perfection, & the'peace 
of the Common-wealth, but this one 
Item following in my text, requiring 


| affiduity anddlligence. 
| E 


4 Let 
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general cqurts haug their Termes,yet 


. uanee ſhould haue no vacation. 
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" Let th:miudge the prople at all 
times CH. 

A moſt ner dful caveat in timesthar 
louc caſe and private employments, 
with acgletof publike, Sirting in the 
gatc is perpetually needful. Diligenee 
in hearing and ending cauſes, would 
preuent that gricuance of delayes, 
which occafioned lerhrohis diſcourſe: 
How doe youthink it would haue at- 
tected him,ro haue ſeene fix or ſeuen, 
I have heard fixicene ſumms ſet vpon 
one ſait. Theſe our Engliſhdelates be- 
ing(as Marnixius complained) worle 
thenthe Spaniſh ſtrappadoes. 

Aud it is fir, though publique and 


thar particular audience of petty grie- 


Many are the ſuits and controuer- 
fies *many. arc the criminall offences 
thatncedeontinuall inſpection. Let 
hi:n therefore that hath an O frice;, at- 
tend to his office with cheerfulnefſe;! 
hee that hath no leyſurt to heare = 

neigh. 
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neighbours cauſes : Let him ( as the 


woman ſaid to Philip)haue no leiſure 
to beare office. Curſed is he that doth 
the work of the Lord negligently,and 
withholderh his hands therefrom, 
You Gentlemen complaine often 
of Idoll ſhepheards, dumb dogs,&c, 
in the Miniſterie. But how many 
ſuch in the Magiſtracy? ſome incom- 
miſton , that neuer fir on the Bench 
but for faſhion: Conſtables that are 
but cyphers in their place. Forſooth 
they will be na pragmaticall fellows, 


[no buſi-badies ro trouble the Cqun- 


trey. Is there no mean between buſi. 
bodics & tell-clocks,betweene /4&e- 
tym and fay't neant ? 

From this negle&t comes that 
wrong and iniury tothe Aſſiſes, that 
uch petty cauſes, trifling aRions and 
complaints trouble theſe 


grave and 
| | reyerend perſonages, which a meance 


Yeoman were Iudge ht cnough to 
end jn a chaire at home : when the 


whol Shire myſt þc troubled tqhcar 
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| this people ſhall goe quietly to their place, 
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and indge of a courteſie made ont of 
the path, or a blow giuen vpon the 
ſhoulder vpon occaſion of a wager,or 
ſuch like bawble-treſpaſſes which I 
ſhame to mention, And to puniſh e- 
ery petty larceny , cuery ſmall ryor 
or diſorder, which lighter contrauer- 
fies'and- faults ,if particular Officers 
would comprimize &redreſle in their 
Spheares, theſe greater Orbs ſhould 
not be troubled with them. 

Then indeed: would: that follow, 
which Jethro aflurcs Moſes of in thotaſt 
part of my text, ver.23.1f thou do this 
thing (God ſo communnding thee) then 
fhalt 1hou and thy people endure, and all 


An admirable emolument 'of Ma- 
piſtracy,8 ſufficient reward of all the 
paincs of it ; that they and the people | 
may gohome in peace, fit vnder their], 
vines'and fig-rrees , follow their cal. 
ings ,' and that which is the chiefe 
Tewel of al,may lead their liues inall! 


godlines and honeſty, Thar the la, 
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ffde was couered with red skins and 


| ſing,and bring vptheir young qnes in 


| and religious times vnder Dauid and 
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blew and 
gliſter within the Tabernacle, the out- 


goats haire, ſuch a ſhelter is Magiftra- | 
cie to Gods Church and Religion. 
etanrs; was a great tree, and | 
eucry particular Magiſfrar a little one | 
ynder whoſe boughs people build & | 


religious nurture, euen foſter-fathers 
as loſeph in Egypt. Such were therich 


S4a/omon,and vndecr ſuch as are defcrie 
bed, Eſa.3:, which whole Chapter is 
worthche reading,as a iuſt Commen- 
tary vpon this poynt : ſetting foorth | 
the feliciry,quiernes,plenty,vertue & | 
piety of iuſt gouernours,as are hiding | 
places from the winde,, and refuges | 
fromthe tempeſt; rivers of waters to ' 


Adric places, and as raine to thenew | 


mowen graſle,&c, | | 

Such alſo were the times enioyed 
by the Church\vnder Conſtantine, de- 
ciphered as I take it, Renel.8. 
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there was ſilence in the heauen about 
halfe an houre, thegolden vials filled 
with ſweer odours,the prayers of the 
| Saints aſcending as a pillar of ſmoke 
vpto heauen. 

Of theſe times ſee Panegyricall 
Sermons,and Encomiaſtical diſcour- 
ſes ſtoried of old, and one of them at 
large recorded by Exſebivs , which 
whole booke is nothing but an Elogs- 
ww of thoſe peaceable dayes, wherin 
theChurch wascdified & multiplicd, 
The Common-wealth being to the 
church,as the Elmero the Vine,oras 
the garden to the Bees; the floriſhing 
of the one, the thriuing of the other ; 
and the diſturbance of the one, the 
diſquiet of the other. 

How can men cither attend Gods 


ſeruice or their owne worke, when 
| theyare moleſted at home with drun- 
| kards, barrerors,quarrellous perſons, 
when hurried vp to Lendes with ſuits. 
As I hauce knowena Conſtable mole- 


ſted with five or ſix aRtions,for an - 
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of Tuſtice in puniſhing vice accordi 

to his Office. With what birerneſie | 
of ſpirit do mengroane vnder delaied 
and peruerred Iuſtice, when it 1s tur- 
ned into Hewlocke, and turnes them 
out of their wits, ſome of them {wou- 
ning at the ſight of their orders, as I 
haue hcard from credible eye-wit- 
neſles, others ready to deſtroy them- 
ſclues,their aduerſarics, yea and fom- 
time their Iudges ! 

Oh the benefir of good Magiltrats, 
Itis an vnknown good, as the Coun- | 
try-man in an ancient Poer, when hee 
had mct with all,feelingly crycs out, 
that hee had found that Summun be- 
»nwm,which thePhiloſophers ſo much 
ſought after , he now enioying more 
ſweetneſle of little, then of great re- 
uenues in troublous times.Surely,we 
Chriſtians ought ro prize it as the 
meane of qur greateſt good, of our 
peaccable. frequenting of our Chur-! 
ches, and qur {erying of God. Mar- 
chants make a higher yſc,& are yr 
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gers: ſo ſhould wee Chriftians then 
Heathens, by how much wee may | 
and ought ro improoue it for richer 
ends of Gods glory,and the ſaluation 
of: ouroules. 

Lord what: manner of perſons 
oughrwwee to bee in all godlineſſe and 
honeſty, which.enioy ſuch length and 
latitude of Halcion dayes, as we doe; 
the tythe whereof, not onely former | 
dayes,:but our neighbour Nations 
would now be glad of. * © / 

God giue Vs'the vie and fruit of 
thenr, continue and encreaſe them, 
which willthen bee , whenthis Text 
ſhallbee moſt ſtudicd and praiſed, | 
Then ( as Amos ſpeakes) fhall iudge- 
ment flow as waters , and righteoul- 
nefle run downe as a mighty torrent; 
of as Dauid, Then ſhall the earth en- 
creaſe,all people ſhall praiſe God,and 
God cuen our God ſhall blefle vs,and | 
all the endes of he earth ſhall feare 


glad of a calme then common paſſen- | 


him.: And ſo'Imake 14hrs preface 
7? my | 
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my Concluſion. I have giuen you 
counſell this day : Hearken to .m 
voyce,, and the Lord God bee-wit 
you all, Amen. | 
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Tomy lquing Brother, MF,-. 


SAMVEL WARD, 


PRovher, if you meete with your Jerbro's counſel 
returncdfrom þeyend thi Seas, and as much bes 
yond your expeRation preſcrucd alive , as his ſonne 
In Jaw was againſt Pharasb'; Iniuntion ; maruell as 


mach as you will. bet be no mote offended then you | 


have caule loab finned wider on the other hand-in 
deſtroying Davids Abſolom , contrary to his (crious 
tharge, yet 7oeb was pardoned, and yet no brother. | 


have noted you hitherto jinexorable for your owne 


pubhfhing of any thing of your owne;wherberpur of 


iudgmene,modeſty, curiuſty,or melanchuly,l iudge 
het: but when ethers baye aduentured then with 
fruit 'and acceptadce into the light, | baue ſeene you 
reſt content with the publique good. The like leaue 
l have raken,expeting the like fucceſſe, alluring yuu 


and my (clfe of the generall welcomneſle and victul. 
alle hecofeo all whom it concernes, which are the 
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greateſt number of the land , cuen fo many as haue 
N any refc:ence to Sclſions & Aſites, if not all forts of 
be” Chtiftans, Onely | feare that the corruption of out 
| times 13 growne fogrofſe and Eglon- Lke,that ifdoth 
| not Ebaxd-like enough ſharper the poynes, and (end 
them home to the befr, that they may reach ro the 
quicke, [ had myſclfc added thereto a proiet and 
periwaſion torthc rediefle of many abe'cs crept into 
offices and efficers,Bauikg fpent fo much time in the 
ſtady ot the law , and execution of ſome offices, as 
made me weaty of the errors I (aw. and beartily with 
the reloc mation of them: buc learing | bave learned 
too much bluutneſlc & plumpaeſſe ot I Iny 
the Lutherans, which is becre as prime 2 qualitie,as 
ſmogdwnell; with you , i alfoloth to meddlec out of | 
{ mine orbe,in my lecondchoughts I luppre led it And 
- withiog vat this, nany diigent, conicionable and 
ingenuous Readers and Appliers, and tothem Gods 
bclringand tbe frair incended, | cake my lkeaue From 
| Bibing 10 Prue. | 


—— 


Tear brother in the flesh,ju the Lord, and 
"* in the wuorke of rbe Munſlery, 


NaTtn, WARD, 
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